
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
FRAMEWORK

Greater Madison 
grows together



A resilient future starts 
with the decisions we 
make today.
The CARPC Regional Development Framework lays the 
necessary foundation to support continuing growth in 
the Greater Madison region by pinpointing the best 
opportunities available and mapping out realistic planning 
concepts that activate our greatest potential.



A regional 
approach
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A GUIDE TO ACHIEVE 
OUR SHARED GOALS



Working together  
as a region.
When we work together across a region to tackle 
our shared challenges and achieve shared goals, we 
strengthen the region economically, improve our quality of 
life, and better protect natural and agricultural resources.



2050 +200,000BY THE YEAR

POPULATION GROWTH

A GROWING CHALLENGE
The choices we make today about how and where people live, work, 
and travel set the stage for the quality of life in the future. Agreeing 
on a direction now will ensure the region realizes its full potential.



Pulse of the 
region
HOW WE GROW MATTERS
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Over 9,000 people 
surveyed identified 
desires, challenges 
and their highest 
priorities.

9,186 2,109
PARTICPANTS COMMENTS



TOP PRIORITIES
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Reduce climate change, 
reduce risk of flooding.

Increase access to 
opportunity for all.

Conserve tax, natural and 
agricultural resources.



THE CHALLENGE OF HOW WE GROW

A guide for local communities and 
regional agencies – Greater Madison 
grows together 

Joint effort between CARPC (physical 
development) and MPO (transportation) 
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GUIDE
1
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The Regional 
Development 
Framework
THE CHALLENGE OF 
HOW TO GROW
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STRATEGY 1

Focus growth in 
centers & corridors



Focus growth in centers & corridors
STRATEGY 1 | HOW & WHERE TO GROW



42%
HOUSEHOLDS

38%
JOBS

Focus growth in centers & corridors
STRATEGY 1 | HOW & WHERE TO GROW



STRATEGY 2

Prioritize growth  
in already developed 
areas



Prioritize growth in already developed areas
STRATEGY 2 | HOW & WHERE TO GROW



Prioritize growth in already developed areas
STRATEGY 2 | HOW & WHERE TO GROW



Prioritize development in already developed areas
STRATEGY 2 | HOW & WHERE TO GROW

42%
HOUSEHOLDS

24%
JOBS



STRATEGY 3

Plan areas for  
business growth



Plan areas for business growth
STRATEGY 3 | HOW & WHERE TO GROW



STRATEGY 4

Plan traditional 
neighborhoods



Plan traditional neighborhoods
STEP 4 | HOW & WHERE TO GROW



Average household 
transportation  & utility costs

9% REDUCTION
FROM 2020 – 2050



Average household 
greenhouse gas emission

7% REDUCTION
FROM 2020 – 2050



STRATEGY 5

How and where to 
minimize growth



To protect important natural resources
STRATEGY 5 | HOW AND WHERE TO MINIMIZE GROWTH

Avoid protected resource areas Enhance stewardship areas 
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Enhance stewardship areas
STRATEGY 5 | HOW AND WHERE TO MINIMIZE GROWTH



To preserve farming areas 
STRATEGY 5 | HOW AND WHERE TO MINIMIZE GROWTH

Minimize development in long-term 
farmland preservation areas 

Coordinate urban expansion in 
agricultural transition areas 
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Farmland preservation areas
STRATEGY 5 | HOW AND WHERE TO MINIMIZE GROWTH



Urban development | Additional acres
PERFORMANCE 
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PERFORMANCE 

1,307
2050 SCENARIO

ACRES*
4,745
ACRES*

1990 –2015

*5-YEAR AVERAGE



Making it 
happen
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Local communities
MAKING IT HAPPEN

Local plans & 
development  
policies



Private sector
MAKING IT HAPPEN

Coordinate market 
demand with local 
planning



CARPC
MAKING IT HAPPEN

Assisting local communities Tracking and reporting progress
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Transportation and housing connection
MAKING IT HAPPEN

Reducing transportation 
greenhouse gases 

Connecting people to jobs and resources

Transportation is critical to achieving regional 
greenhouse gas and access goals:



Regional Housing Strategy
MAKING IT HAPPEN

Housing policy is 
critical to achieving 
regional access to 
opportunity goal



Thank you


