Capital Area Regional Planning Commission

ANNUAL REPORT

2019

THE CAPITAL REGION

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRPERSON

www.capitalarearpc.org

Regional Planning Commissions are tasked by local units of government to tackle challenges that

The Capital Area Regional Planning Commission
(CARPC) is one of nine commissions in Wisconsin
established to coordinate planning and
development among area municipalities. Our
planning region includes Dane County and the 8

cities, 20 towns, and 33 villages with incorporated
areas in Dane County. The region's water resources
include 69 named lakes and ponds, over 475 miles
of streams and rivers, and more than 52,000 acres of
wetlands.

span municipal boundaries. CARPC is no exception, striving to establish common ground on issues
that strengthen the region for all of us.
The Commission and staff have worked hard over the last several years to enhance regional
planning while continuing to provide sewer service area reviews. We’ve strengthened our
partnerships and continue to enhance our tools and knowledge to coordinate a true regional
development planning process.

THE REGION AT A GLANCE

We’ve partnered with communities and organizations in the Black Earth Creek Watershed, along
with Wisconsin Emergency Management, following historic flooding in the fall of 2018, to pursue
watershed level planning for flood resilience.
Using GIS data developed by DNR and the Nature Conservancy, we identified over 300 potential wetland restoration sites that
have the highest restoration potential for flood mitigation. Working with Groundswell Conservancy, Dane County, the UWMadison Civil Engineering Capstone project, we have begun to further evaluate and prioritize these sites.
We continued to build our partnerships with a range of water resource organizations, including the Clean Lakes Alliance by joining
the Yahara CLEAN Compact as a Strategic Collaborator. Our partnership with the UW-Madison Water Resources Management and
Wisconsin DNR investigates the possible impacts of upstream agricultural land use and development on the Waubesa Wetlands.
CARPC is actively engaging in a regional development planning process, using our analysis of the community-wide A Greater
Madison Vision (AGMV) survey conducted late in 2018. We’re engaging with our local government partners to share these results
and our draft goals and objectives for the development guide. This proactive engagement process has demonstrated a high level of
support for these draft goals and objectives, as well as many helpful suggestions for improvements.
In 2019, our joint efforts with the Madison Area Transportation Planning Board (the “MPO” for the region) to better integrate
regional land use, transportation and environmental planning have begun to take shape. By collocating with the MPO, we’ve
improved communication and coordination between our agencies to better support our community.
I continue to be excited about the progress we have made and look forward to building on our regional partnerships and planning. I
want to highlight that this work is only possible due to the excellent work of our staff and the dedication of our commissioners.
I encourage you to review this Annual Report and see if your community or organization can partner with CARPC to make a
difference in our community.
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Sincerely,

Larry Palm
Executive Chairperson
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COMMISSIONERS & STAFF
www.capitalarearpc.org/about

 Caryl Terrell+
 Peter McKeever*+ (Vice Chair)
 Ed Minihan Town of Dunn
 Kris Hampton* (Secretary) Town of Cottage Grove
 David Pfeiffer*+ Town of Pleasant Springs

COMMISSION

 Mark Geller* (Treasurer) Town of Verona
 Lauren Cnare City of Madison
 Larry Palm* (Executive Chairperson) City of Madison
 Brad Cantrell City of Madison
 Ken Golden City of Madison
 Maureen Crombie* City of Sun Prairie
 Heidi Murphy Village of Cottage Grove
 Bruce Stravinski Village of Windsor

APPOINTMENTS

COMMITTEES

 Dane County Executive

*

 City of Madison Mayor

+ Joint Committee with

 Dane County Towns Assoc.
 Dane County Cities &

Executive Committee
Dane County Lakes &
Watersheds Comm.

Villages Assoc.

Linda Firestone Administrative Services Manager
Steve Steinhoff Agency Director
Sean Higgins Senior Community Planner

STAFF

Caitlin Shanahan Community Planner
Mike Rupiper Environmental Resources Director
Tony Vandermuss Environmental Engineer
Sarah Fuller Environmental Resources Planner
Matt Noone GIS Specialist
Alex Jeffers Intern (Jan-Jul)
Brittany Cobb Intern (Jul-Dec)
Ger Her Scanning Clerk
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WHAT WE DO

Engaging communities through planning, collaboration and assistance
The Capital Area Regional Planning Commission
(CARPC) works with Dane County communities on a
range of topics. Planning for the future is a collective
responsibility that requires a collaborative approach.

and other regional challenges requires monitoring
conditions on the ground. As such, we continued
our longstanding cooperative monitoring program
in 2019.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
PLANNING

DATA, MAPPING, & COMMUNITY
ASSISTANCE

Wisconsin statutes charge us with planning for
the region. In 2019, CARPC continued to facilitate
the A Greater Madison Vision initiative and began
preparing a new plan. We spent the year analyzing
results, promoting findings, and identifying goals
that will lead us from the AGMV process—begun in
2015—to a Regional Development Framework for
the future (see more on p. 8).

We also provide on-going assistance to our
constituent communities. We do this by offering
help interpreting data, making maps, and writing
plans. In 2019 we continued to host and update
online zoning maps for a handful of Dane
County towns and prepared to work with three
area communities in the coming year on their
comprehensive plans. This year we expanded our
online map offerings and made data resources and
data analysis a regular feature in our newsletter (see
more on p. 14). Our services are available to area
communities and nonprofits, so drop us a line!

WATER QUALITY PLANNING
Another major facet of our planning considers the
interrelationship of water quality and land and
water resources. Through the Dane County Water
Quality Management Plan, our staff works on the
planning and modification of Sewer Service Areas.
We also review sewer extension requests and
review stormwater management plans prior to land
development (see more on p. 9). In addition, our
environmental resources professionals work with
area communities and groups to study the region’s
water resources. All these activities continued in
earnest throughout 2019.

PARTNERSHIP
The things mentioned above may be what we
do, but our partners and the working relationship
we share make us who we are. We worked
throughout 2019 to cultivate those relationships.
CARPC depends on continued collaboration with
area planning partners, local communities, and
professionals (see more on p. 18). Through your help
our work is made possible. Thank you!

FLOOD RESILIENCE PLANNING
Our staff are also regularly involved in floodplain
and stormwater management planning. We have
been busy exploring options for a coordinated,
inter-municipal approach to address regional
flooding. But this is not job to be done alone. 2019
work continued collaboration with our partners
towards the goal of greater flood resilience for the
region (see more on p. 10). Understanding these
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FINANCIALS

www.capitalarearpc.org/about/
annual-report-work-programbudget/
CARPC is primarily funded
through an annual charge to
Dane County, pursuant to Wis.
Stat.§66.0309(14)(b). Other major
revenue sources include water
resource monitoring fees and
annual water quality planning
grants from the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources
and the US Environmental
Protection Agency. Fees from
reviewing Sewer Service Area
amendment applications and
issuing Section 208 letters of plan
conformance, interest payments,
and contracts with various state
and local agencies round out our
revenue portfolio.
The majority of the agency’s
operating expenses are incurred
by personnel costs, including
salaries and wages, group
insurance, participation in the
Wisconsin Retirement System,
and FICA taxes. Professional
services and supplies take up
about one fifth of our operating
budget.

2019 REVENUES & EXPENSES
Total revenues include $660 from Other Local Governments not represented in the chart. 2019 closed out with a
budget surplus of $7,291.

TOTAL REVENUES: $1,217,252
Dane County Property Tax
$924,137

3%

Federal and State Grants
$96,859

3%

9%
1%

8%

Sewer Service Amendment Fees
$38,178
Sewer Extension Fees
$38,000

76%

Interest
$5,418
Water Resource Monitoring
$114,000

TOTAL EXPENSES: $1,209,961
Salaries, Wages, and Leave Time

6%

$646,092

Professional Services
$169,602

24%
51%
3%

Rent and Leases
$35,201

Employee Benefits
16%

$250,790

Supplies and Expenses
$75,614
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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

WATER QUALITY PLANNING

As part of its charge under Wisconsin statutes to
“prepare and adopt a master plan for the physical
development of the region,” CARPC continued to
facilitate the A Greater Madison Vision initiative
and begin the process of preparing a new Regional
Development Plan.

Development Plan to replace the Dane County Land
Use and Transportation Plan adopted by CARPC’s
predecessor, the Dane County Regional Planning
Commission, in 1997. CARPC is preparing the plan to
guide regional development that achieves shared
regional goals.

A GREATER MADISON VISION

In 2019, CARPC prepared draft goals and objectives
for regional development and solicited input from
local government officials. Responses from over 160
officials from cities, villages and towns across the
region broadly agreed that regional land use and
development should: foster community resilience to
climate change; conserve farmland, water resources
and natural areas; and increase access to jobs,
housing, and services for all.

The Dane County Water Quality Management Plan
is a plan for managing, protecting and enhancing
groundwater and surface water quality which
considers the interrelationship of water quality and
land and water resources on an areawide basis.
The plan is part of a continuing areawide water
quality management planning program under
state administrative code NR 121 and the federal
Clean Water Act. A key component of the plan is
to establish areas suitable for cost-effective and
environmentally sound development on sanitary
sewer, as well as environmentally sensitive areas
where development should not occur because it
would have an adverse impact upon water quality.
These plans also identify the best management
practices needed to protect groundwater and
surface water from the potential adverse impacts of
urbanization, including nonpoint source pollution.

www.capitalarearpc.org/community-regional-development

This initiative formed in 2015 to prepare a vision
and plan for how the region grows. Efforts led to
the preparation of alternative growth scenarios and
a public survey in the fall of 2018 that generated
more than 9,200 submittals. In 2019 work focused
on analyzing results from the survey, promoting
key findings, and identifying goals and actions to
address those findings.
Survey analysis showed that by wide margins and
across geographic and demographic groups, people
want to see the region reduce and adapt to climate
change and improve access to opportunities for all.
People further selected multi-modal transportation
systems, including robust regional transit, and
greater housing choices, including more affordable,
housing as key to a healthy vibrant future.
CARPC shared these results through media and
18 presentations to leaders in local governments,
chambers and non-profit organizations. AGMV
Steering Committee members drew from survey
findings to develop goals and actions to: improve
access to opportunities for all; reduce and adapt
to climate change; and expand housing and
transportation options for all.

A NEW REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
PLAN
Building on the work of A Greater Madison Vision,
CARPC began the work of preparing a new Regional
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SURVEY OF LOCAL OFFICIALS
Proportion of local officials who agree or strongly agree
that draft goals and objectives are important

90%
Community resilience to climate change

www.carpcwaterqualityplan.org

Access to jobs, housing, and services

SANITARY SEWER SERVICE AREA
PLANNING
www.capitalarearpc.org/environmental-resources/
service-areas/

An important element of the water quality plan, this
work relates to preparing for a community’s future
wastewater treatment needs and the capacity of
wastewater conveyance systems that flow to those
facilities. This planning helps protect communities
from adverse water quality impacts through the
expansion of cost-effective and environmentally
sound sewered development areas. It also identifies

SANITARY SEWER SERVICE AREA PLANNING
Amendment areas and net developable acreage added to sewer service areas, 2015-2019
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environmentally sensitive areas, or environmental
corridors, which are not suitable for development
and establishes conditions to mitigate potential
adverse impact upon water quality.
The Dane County Water Quality Plan delineates 38
sanitary sewer service areas (22 urban service areas
and 16 limited service areas). These service areas
contribute to the 15 public sewage treatment plants
in the region. Sixteen of the sewer service areas are
served by the Madison Metropolitan Sewerage
District treatment plant. CARPC staff works with the
DNR in cooperation with local units of government
to amend these sewer service areas as needed.
During 2019, the Commission reviewed amendments
to sanitary sewer service area plans for the Village
of Dane (Dane USA), Town of Middleton (Central
USA), and City of Verona (Verona USA). All three of
these amendment areas are served by the Madison
Metropolitan Sewerage District.

SEWER EXTENSION &
STORMWATER PLAN REVIEW
www.capitalarearpc.org/environmental-resources/sewerextensions/

As part of its sewer service area planning efforts, in
its capacity as an agent for the DNR, Commission
staff reviews and comments on all proposed public
sanitary sewer extensions and certain proposed
private sanitary sewer extensions relative to their
conformance to the adopted water quality plan.
Review assesses consistency with the adopted
policies and criteria for environmental corridors
(environmentally sensitive areas),

WAUBESA WETLANDS STUDY
www.carpcwaterqualityplan.org/waubesa-wetlands/

The Waubesa Wetlands is a 371-acre state natural
area in the Town of Dunn. The wetlands are
recognized as an ecologically, hydrologically, and
culturally unique natural resource. The wetlands
are fed by groundwater, springs, two tributaries
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72

Public sewer
extensions

91

services assessment, water
quality monitoring, modeling,
and community engagement
activities, the study provided
several management
recommendations to the WDNR,
CARPC, the Town of Dunn, the
City of Fitchburg, stakeholders,
and watershed residents:

19

 Restore wetlands along Swan
Creek to enhance ecosystem
services provided to Waubesa
Wetlands.

Private sewer
extensions

Reviewed comments
on proposed sewer
extensions

 Assess ecosystem services
and preserve wetlands along
Murphy’s Creek.
 Continue surface water
monitoring and build a
comprehensive watershed
dataset.

(Swan Creek and Murphy’s Creek), and runoff from a
13-square-mile watershed that includes the Town of
Dunn and the City of Fitchburg.
The 2017-18 UW-Madison Water Resources
Management cohort, in collaboration with the
Capital Area Regional Planning Commission and
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources,
investigated the possible impacts of upstream
agricultural land use and development on the
Waubesa Wetlands. The study provides a better
understanding of current and potential watershed
conditions as well as potential future conditions.
It assessed the ecosystem services provided by
upstream wetlands, monitored water quality in
the two major tributaries, and modeled runoff and
water quality in the watershed. Students engaged
community members throughout the project to
increase awareness of Waubesa Wetlands and how
people can become long-term stewards.

 Install a USGS long-term
monitoring site at Swan Creek.

Assessing Land Use Impacts and
Promoting Community Engagement
in the Waubesa Wetlands Watershed
2018 WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT PRACTICUM REPORT

 Design and build for
a changing climate in
the Waubesa Wetlands
watershed, specifically
increased precipitation/flow
and more extreme storm
events.
 Investigate climate change
and land use effects on
groundwater.
 Educate new watershed
residents about water quality
and wetlands.
 Sustain and build the Friends
of Waubesa Wetlands.

Based on the findings from the ecosystem
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FLOOD RESILIENCE PLANNING
Taking a watershed approach to restore natural function
Commission staff are regularly involved in floodplain
and stormwater management planning activities
across the region. Since the historic flooding in the
fall of 2018, the Commission has also been exploring
options for a coordinated, inter-municipal approach
to address regional flooding. This program involves
collaborating with various partners on planning
efforts that will lead to greater flood resilience in
the region, with an emphasis on the implementation
of green infrastructure. In 2019, CARPC staff met
with many stakeholders to develop concepts for
regional planning for flood resilience. This led to the
Commission’s current initiatives: green infrastructure
planning in the Black Earth Creek Watershed and
wetland restoration for flood mitigation.

BLACK EARTH CREEK WATERSHED
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN
Heavy downpours are expected to become more
frequent and intense as global temperatures
continue to rise. As a result, flood risk is likely to
increase dramatically across the region.
Localized flooding happens when rainfall
overwhelms the capacity of urban drainage
systems, while riverine flooding happens when
river flows exceed the capacity of the river channel.
By reducing stormwater runoff and protecting
floodplains, green infrastructure can help manage
both localized and riverine floods.

BENEFITS OF GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
Green infrastructure projects provide a variety of environmental, social, economic, and public health benefits
ECONOMIC
Creates jobs, reduces utility and infrastructure
costs, increases property values

COMMUNITY CHARACTER
Improves aesthetics, may reduce crime risk

AIR & SURFACE TEMPERATURE
Decreases impervious surfaces, provides
shading, dissipates ambient heat

RECREATION
Increases opportunity for bird and
wildlife viewing and physical activity

NATURE & GREENSPACE
Increases natural habitat and exposure
to greenness

GREEN
INFRASTRUCTURE

HEALTH
Improves mental health and
overall health and well-being

Benefits

FLOOD MITIGATION
Mitigates flood risk and combined
sewer overflow events

NOISE
Abates traffic and street noise

WATER QUALITY & QUANTITY
Increases infiltration, reduces
stormwater runoff and pollutant loading

AIR QUALITY
Filters air pollutants and particulates

SOCIAL
Increases space and opportunity for social interaction

12

In areas impacted by localized
flooding, green infrastructure
practices absorb rainfall,
preventing water from
overwhelming pipe networks and
pooling in streets or basements.
Practices such as rain gardens,
bioswales, and permeable
pavements enhance infiltration.
In areas impacted by riverine
flooding, green infrastructure,
open space preservation, and
floodplain management can
complement gray infrastructure
systems. These practices reduce
the volume of stormwater that
flows into streams and rivers,
protecting natural floodplain
functions and reducing
infrastructure and property
damage.
In 2019, CARPC staff met with
Black Earth Creek Watershed
stakeholders to develop a
concept for regional green
infrastructure planning for flood
resilience. CARPC’s major focus
with this initiative was working
with Wisconsin Emergency
Management and the US Army
Corps of Engineers to request
Federal assistance to develop a
green infrastructure plan modeled
after the Milwaukee Metropolitan
Sewerage District’s Regional
Green Infrastructure Plan. This
work will be a multi-year effort in
collaboration with communities
within the watershed and other
partners.

Flooding Impacts on the Watershed

Black Earth Creek Watershed Association Fall Event

Tuesday October 22 | 7 – 9 PM

Cross Plains Fire Station, Bourbon Road, Cross Plains, WI
What Can We Do to Create A Healthy Watershed Amid Climate Change?
A year after epic flooding and catastrophic damage in the Black Earth Creek
valley dramatically highlighted the interconnectedness of our watershed
communities, join us as we explore what we can do together to mitigate the
impacts of climate change on living, working, and recreating here.
Panel A: Flooding Impacts on Farming Viability & Trout Populations



Bob Duhr, Watershed Farmer & Business Owner
Dan Oele, Wisconsin DNR Fisheries Biologist

Panel B: Flooding Impact on Communities & What Can Be Done?



Bill Chang, Village of Cross Plains Administrator
Michael Rupiper, Environmental Resources Planning, Capital Area Regional
Planning Commission

Co‐sponsored by BECWA, Gateway to The Driftless, Groundswell
Conservancy, and Southern Wisconsin Trout Unlimited
Light refreshments will be served

WETLAND
RESTORATION FOR
FLOOD MITIGATION
Wetlands can function as natural
sponges that trap and slowly
release surface water, rain,
snowmelt, groundwater, and
flood waters. Wetland vegetation
can also slow the speed of flood
waters and distribute them
more slowly over the floodplain.
This combined water storage
and braking action lowers flood

heights and reduces erosion.
Preserving and restoring wetlands
together with other water
retention can often provide the
level of flood control otherwise
provided by expensive dredge
operations and levees.
In 2019, using the Wetlands by
Design tool developed by The
Nature Conservancy and the
WDNR, CARPC staff identified
potential wetland restoration
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also published in a report by the
USGS. Much of the data is also
used in the CARPC water quality
plan website and associated
agency reports.

WETLAND RESTORATION
Number of potential wetlands restoration sites by watershed identified through Wetlands by Design analysis
Crystal
Lake

Roxbu
r y Creek

14

r.
s a nt Br. C

re

Lake Mendota

ng

Cr
ee

ek

Upper
Mud
Lake

no
er

Cr

e

39

Hook
Lake

Grass
Lake

r.

Lake
Kegonsa

y C r e ek
or

Ru
t

d Cr
.

esta

Fr

ek

k
ee
Cr

o

Rice
Lake

Lake
Koshkonong

er

iv

Harvey's Marsh
& Wetlands

Rockdale
Millpond

rs
de
un
Sa

d

Badfis
h
Br.

Ya h a r a R

St

n
la

51

k

Lake
Belleview

B r.

ee
Cr

ug

a r R.

Ore go n

r.

l

Le te
u

k

S
tle
Lit

C r.

ry C

No

84

Stoughton
Pond

H en

Mu

ek

D o or

Mu d C re

nC

's

Ba

Barney
Lake

r
Do o C

re

n

S

Swan
Pond

tle

51

Mu r

V
t.

ch

63

Lower
Mud
Lake

C r.
hy

dg
er

M

ra n

ee
Cr

Ge Blue M
ou
rm
nd
an
s B r.
Va
Pleas
l le
ant V
alley
yC
Br.
re
ek

Cr.

L it

s hk o n o n g C

er

Cr.

r

S w an

ek

Ko

er

st B
We

ar Rive

Lake
Waubesa

14

Sugar-Pecatonica Cr.
ill
M
River Basin

eed
sF

De
ug

Creek

r.

Fry
e

Dunn's
Marsh

.
Goose
Lake

C

iv
er

k

Lower Rock
River Basin
(Koshkonong
Creek
Watershed)

Lake
Monona

ar
R

Continuous streamflow data
and water quality samples are
collected at four sites (Spring
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at four additional sites (Yahara
River at Madison, McFarland, and
Stoughton; Black Earth Creek at
Black Earth). Continuous lake level
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highest ranking for flood mitigation, are at least 20
acres in size, and are adjacent to existing wetlands.
The number of potential wetland restoration
opportunities with flood mitigation benefits are
summarized by each major basin. The agency
also began working with potential partners like
Groundswell Conservancy, Dane County, the UWMadison Civil Engineering Capstone project, and
others to further evaluate some of the identified
sites and determine their restoration potential. The
Black Earth Creek Watershed is an initial focus area
as part of the green infrastructure planning effort.
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COOPERATIVE MONITORING
Map 2-2
PROGRAM
Lakes, Rivers, & Streams

Projection:
Lambert Conformal Conic
Dane County Coordinates - NAD 83(91)

Long term records of stream flow, water quality,
and lake level data are essential to managing the
2005
region’s water resources. TheFeb.,
Commission
has
been instrumental in coordinating a cooperative
monitoring program with the U.S. Geological
Survey (USGS) and other regional partners. Funding
is provided by the USGS along with local funding
partners (Dane County, City of Madison, City of
Middleton, and Town of Westport) and the WDNR.
Prepared by: The Dane County
Regional Planning Commission
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The USGS performs the gauge maintenance and
sampling work and collects and publishes the data.
Data from most gauges is available electronically on
a real time basis from the USGS website. The data is

40,000
Feet

Baseflow and water quality
sampling is also conducted
annually at four sites, which
are rotated among 17 sites
throughout the region (Black
Earth Creek, W. Branch Sugar
River, Mt. Vernon Creek, Yahara
River, Token Creek, Sixmile Creek,
Dorn Creek, Pheasant Branch, E.
Branch Starkweather Creek, W.
Branch Starkweather Creek, Nine
Spring Creek, Door Creek, Badfish
Creek, Koshkonong Creek, and
the Maunesha River). In 2019, data
were collected from Black Earth
Creek near Cross Plains and Black
Earth, and Koshkonong Creek near
Sun Prairie and Rockdale.

15

MAPPING

DATA, MAPPING & COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE

New additions to the Open Data
Portal included:

www.capitalarearpc.org/data-services/

The Capital Area RPC provides on-going assistance
to its constituent communities. Assistance comes
in a variety of forms from creating maps or locating
data to comprehensive plan writing services.

DATA
In 2019 the RPC continued to host and update
interactive datasets and maps on its Data &
Mapping webpage. New content for 2019 included
data stories on workforce housing affordability,

building permits, rental vacancy rates, and risk
factors for groundwater contamination. In addition
to being published in the monthly newsletter,
these stories added new interactive content or
updated existing resources on the RPC website.
The newsletter also featured several shorter datafocused articles on dairy farming in Wisconsin
and our region’s changing household, family, and
ancestral composition.

 Dane County Public Land
Survey System including the
original 1834 Maps and historic
imagery from 1937, 1955, 1976,
& 1995

Current Urban Service Area boundaries

DATA & MAPPING PROJECTS

 Estimate of nitrate well
water concentrations in Dane
County for 2010-2014
 Current Urban Service Area
boundaries including an
address, parcel, & owner
lookup feature
 Urban Service Area
amendments by year

Data article on dairy farming in Wisconsin, October 2019

CARPC staff also continued
coverage of local development
news in its popular interactive
news map of the region.

COMMUNITY
ASSISTANCE
Urban Service Area amendments by year

The RPC continued hosting
and updating zoning maps for
the Towns of Bristol, Berry,
Springfield, Blue Mounds,
and Sun Prairie. RPC staff also
fielded ongoing data requests
and questions from communities,
realtors, market research firms,
and private citizens. The RPC also
began contract negotiations to
provide planning services for
Comprehensive Plan updates
in the communities of Bristol,
Blue Mounds, Mazomanie, and
Rockdale.

Nitrate concentrations in well water
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CLEAN LAKES ALLIANCE

OUR PLANNING PARTNERS
Fostering regional collaboration

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
PLANNING
CARPC collaborates with several other regional
organizations in an effort to integrate land use
planning with related areas such as transportation
planning and economic development.
Our 2019 partnerships and collaborations included:
 A Greater Madison Vision
 Madison Region Economic Partnership
 Madison Area Transportation Planning Board
A Greater Madison Vision was a regional effort
to plan and implement growth that achieves our
shared goals for a prosperous resilient region for
all. AGMV's 48-member Steering Committee and
smaller Executive Committee included diverse

The Clean Lakes Alliance is a nonprofit
organization dedicated to the improvement and
protection of the lakes, streams, and wetlands
in the Yahara River Watershed. They work
closely with state, county, and local government
agencies, waterway user groups, businesses,
and community nonprofits to raise community
awareness of the issues facing the watershed,
advocate for the welfare of our lakes, and help
procure the necessary funding to clean and
protect these waterways.

leaders from business, government and nonprofits
throughout the region. CARPC led the project and
provided support.
In 2019, CARPC worked with AGMV members to
identify public priorities and goals for regional
development, which will be incorporated into the
upcoming Regional Development Plan update.
The Madison Region Economic Partnership
(MadREP) is the regional economic development
entity for the greater Madison region. CARPC staff
serve on the MadREP and Urban League of Greater
Madison’s Leadership and Diversity Committee,
which plans the annual Economic Development and
Diversity Summit. CARPC supported the Summit
again through registrations.

In 2019, the Commission joined the Yahara CLEAN
Compact as a Strategic Collaborator. CARPC
staff is highly active in this effort, serving on the
organization's Community Board and Committee
on Strategic Implementation.

www.cleanlakesalliance.org

WATER RESOURCES PLANNING
MADISON AREA TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD
The Madison Area Transportation Planning Board (MATPB) is the federally designated Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO) for the Madison Urban Area. As the MPO, it is the policy body responsible
for cooperative, comprehensive regional transportation planning and decision making for the Madison
Metropolitan Planning Area.
CARPC and MATPB staff work closely on population, household, and employment projections for the
region. These projections will be used by both agencies in their respective planning arenas. In 2019, we
took this partnership to the next level by colocating our offices together.

Within the greater Madison region, most waterrelated initiatives require ongoing partnerships
and collaborations. In addition to specifically
working with Dane County and municipalities, the
Commission regularly participates in a number of
important water quality initiatives across the region.
In 2019, staff actively participated in organizational
events and activities at local, regional, and
statewide scales, including efforts such as
attending meetings, serving on committees/
boards, environmental outreach/education, and
giving presentations to share information and
management alternatives.
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www.madisonareampo.org

 Black Earth Creek Watershed Association
 Wisconsin Section of the American Water
Resources Association
The Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District
(MMSD) provides resource recovery services by
cleaning and returning wastewater safely back to
nature for over 380,000 people in 26 communities
in the greater Madison region. The agency serves
184 square miles, five cities, eight villages, and 13
sanitary/utility districts.
CARPC Commissioners and staff participated
in several 2019 initiatives integral or allied with
MMSD's efforts, including:

 MMSD Customer and Community meetings
Clean Lakes Alliance
Madison Area Municipal Stormwater Partnership  WI Salt Wise Partnership
 Consistency review of MMSD Annexation
Green Tier Clear Waters Initiative
Petitions
WI Salt Wise Partnership
Dane County Lakes and Watersheds Commission

19

CAPITAL AREA REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
June 2020

100 State Street, Suite 400
Madison, WI 53703
www.capitalarearpc.org

