
Waubesa Wetlands Study Plan 
Technical Advisory Committee 

 
March 14, 2017 City of Fitchburg Library 1:00 p.m. 

Attendees: T. Asplund, T. Bernthal, C. Horton, T. Hovel, M. Kakuska, B. Kollenbroich, R. Montgomery, M. Rupiper, G. 
Searle, N. Sheahan, J. Zedler, 
 
1. Mike Kakuska welcomed everyone and committee members introduced themselves. 

 
2. Minor edits were made to the minutes of the February 22,  2017 meeting and approved by the Committee. 

 
3. Tim Asplund, DNR provided a brief “Check-in” on the committee’s charge including: 

- purpose: namely, identify what we don’t know about the resource, what we’d like to know, and then zero in 
on the most useful information we can produce to help inform future decisions on development in the 
watershed 

- referencing the bulleted points in the Northeast Neighborhood USA approval recommending additional 
actions that should be studied (see 
https://danedocs.countyofdane.com/webdocs/PDF/capd/2017/WWSP/WDNR_NEN_AddtlRecActio
n_041416_Jan2017.pdf 

- while a lot of good information and tools are currently available there are knowledge gaps and limitations 
- the biggest gaps seem to be those concerning nutrient loadings and how changes in water quality and quantity 

affect the watershed’s biological communities 
 

Asked what the nature of the plan might be, Tim responded that it was not as much as an implementation plan as it 
is a workplan to direct the investigation(s). The results of the study would inform future decisions on development 
in the watershed and protecting the significant biological resources found here. This effort would be coordinated 
among the various partners/interests. 
 

4. Rob Montgomery, MARS provided a brief overview on the surface water monitoring that’s been conducted on Swan 
and Murphy Creeks associated with the McGaw neighborhood plan, including: 

- being impressed with the more recent data collection by  DNR and volunteers, which was previously lacking 
- the monitoring work prompted by the McGaw Neighborhood plan, which included both Swan and Murphy 

Creeks as well as downstream near the Fitchburg/Dunn boundary, see: 
http://www.fitchburgwi.gov/DocumentCenter/Home/View/894 (esp. Chapter 3 Site Characterization) 

- providing good baseline information on a wide range of hydrologic, biologic, and habitat conditions 
- giving the City credit for pro-active inventory work and planning to help direct protection efforts, especially 

stormwater management as part of the “hydrologic neighborhood” 
- featuring the results of a groundwater inset model (S. Swanson) showing relatively small baseflow reductions of 

between 3-5%, prompting the City to move a planned well farther west to avoid those impacts 
- suggesting, given the ground and surface water measures being taken for new development, that the most 

significant impacts may not be as much hydrological (water quantity), but rather water quality, possibly 
nutrients and sediments from agricultural lands and ditching of wetlands 

- suggesting the ground and surface water modeling for development is pretty well developed and that the 
biological cause/effect aspects may be the most lacking 

- summarizing that the monitoring results provides good baseline data to possibly conduct follow-up monitoring 
work to help gauge urban impact and the effectiveness of the stormwater treatment systems as development 
goes in 

- this would help inform future designs/proposals 
(*note, statements in the presentation were not necessarily endorsed by the attendees) 

 
Discussion ensued regarding linking the health of the resource with potential threats from upstream. It may be 
possible to link Floristic Quality to water quality impacts (nutrients look promising). This year DNR will be looking at 
characterizing the Waubesa Wetlands as a “least disturbed”  site in the development of their statewide Floristic Quality 
Assessment Methodology. This is in addition to the more detailed wetland inventory to be conducted this summer, 
comparing changes to the 1971 Bedford and Zimmerman inventory. Other concerns included silt deposition, weed 
seeds, chlorides, and Waubesa lake levels/quality, for example. It was pointed out that describing the health of the 
system is only meaningful if we understand the cause and effects. Are there thresholds of impact? What can we do to 
have no impact? Joy Zedler referenced two handouts: 1) Chain of Impacts that Threaten the Waubesa Wetlands and 
2) Upstream Land Care Practices that Can Sustain and Improve Downstream Wetlands. Tim Asplund commented 

https://danedocs.countyofdane.com/webdocs/PDF/capd/2017/WWSP/WDNR_NEN_AddtlRecAction_041416_Jan2017.pdf
https://danedocs.countyofdane.com/webdocs/PDF/capd/2017/WWSP/WDNR_NEN_AddtlRecAction_041416_Jan2017.pdf
http://www.fitchburgwi.gov/DocumentCenter/Home/View/894


that the principle focus of this effort is developing a decision support tool, vs. conducting fundamental research, 
recognizing both are important. While we may not be able to quantify cause and effect in all cases, we can certainly 
evaluate risk. This leads back to the question, what are the principal issues and gaps in information, leading into the 
following SWOT exercise. 
 

5. Mike Rupiper, CARPC provided a brief overview and directions for conducting an interactive Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities, and Threats (SWOT) analysis among committee members to help focus and target our efforts 
including: 

- a SWOT Analysis pdf providing background and directions for the exercise (see website) 
- a SWOT Results pdf summarizing the findings among the three breakout groups (see attached) 
 

6. Next steps: 
- SWOT results will be circulated among the committee members for review and comments 
- committee members will be invited to rank the results in terms of priority 
- this will provide the basis for identifying resource gaps at our next meeting, leading to an outline of a workplan 
 

7. Next meeting: 
  - tentatively scheduled for April 11, 1:00-3:00 pm., Fitchburg Library 

 


